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§ Universities:  Learning by addressing real 
world problems in interdisciplinary teams

§ Open17 Challenge adapted to students of 
ETH

§ Open to everyone including 1st year 
students

§ Pilot fall and spring semester 2018/1019
§ Challenges

§ Self suggested 
§ Provided by WMO and UNEP

§ Challenge announcement Feb 2019
§ Presentation of solutions  May 2019 

21.01.2019E. Hafen

Social Learning – Social Doing: Open17 Challenge @ETH



Geneva
Action Platform

Uchop video sharing tool

Uchop allows  you to instantly select, cut and share any 
interesting section from (live) videos on the Geneva Action Platform. 

HOW WE WORK

ABOUT US:

Geneva Action Platform for Engaging, Learning and Information 
(Gapeli) is a not for profit start-up, founded in 2015 in Geneva.  

PURPOSE:

To accelerates knowledge sharing and inspires change on a global 
level through an innovative, educational online video platform. This 
role is key to engaging global citizens in debates and negotiations 
that impact lives across the planet.

To become the leading professional
video platform with reliable and curated
content to strengthen knowledge and  
understanding of global challenges.  
This aligns with SDG target 4.7

KEY AREAS WE FOCUS ON:

Health Economics Agriculture

Environment Technology & Innovation

* https://www.insivia.com/

For more info: www.gapeli.org

PROBLEM:

More and more organizations, high education, and
research institutions are organizing events and publishing
research findings on various themes.

However, all this valuable information
is scattered all over the internet,
making it difficult to access
relevant information.

The new trend in content publishing and social media has
dramatically changed the way information is consumed: short
form content is now the new norm.
This is contrary to content that comes from events such as
conferences that usually last more than an hour. Thus making it
difficult to share or simply get people's attention and have them
engaged.
This can be a huge waste, considering that hosting events or
facilitating research can be very costly.

SOLUTION:

Geneva Action Platform is a novel, educational and professional
online platform that aims to be one stop shop for all this
valuable content. And It focuses on video content. According to
studies, the video format is the most engaging type of content.
Viewers retain 95% of a message when they watch it in a video
compared to 10% when reading it in text*.

To get people engaged with long videos, Gapeli has developed
an amazing technology (Uchop) for live online editing of videos
to create sound bites for social media at the click of the button.



from   SDGs to   SDAs



The SDGs & 
the University for the Common Good

➔ Mapping pan-University engagement with SDGs
➔ Developing Toolkit encompassing Operations/Finance, 

Academics, Research & Community Engagement
➔ “SDG-izing” University-wide Stander Symposium -

framing presentations of student work & special forum-
involving over 1500 students 

➔ Establishing SDG “Lab” to support faculty, staff & 
student collaborative innovation and action in 
community



ENHANCING HUMANITARIAN (and Development?) PRACTICE

Through Greater Knowledge and Understanding

Context: Humanitarian and 

Development Nexus

• Increased humanitarian needs (USD 27.3 
bn in 2017)

• Nearly 50% population living in fragile 
situations by 2030

• Diversified actors and a variety of 
humanitarian concept interpretations → 
miscommunication in the sector and with 
others

The Humanitarian Encyclopedia will…

Ø Improve mutual understanding of key concepts

Ø Accompany the localisation of humanitarian knowledge

Ø Make the humanitarian sector more legible to external 
stakeholders

Ø Contribute to the training of current & future generation

… provides knowledge as bridge between the
humanitarian and development sectors to
support the SDG 17 «Partnerships for the Goals»
and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda

A dynamic online platform of humanitarian concepts designed
by and for humanitarian actors and supported by scientific 
research



Refugees@work initiative
An interface for social innovation

Hackathon 
25th of May 2018
To find innovative solutions
11 working groups on 8 different 
challenges

Afterhack 
11th of October 2018
To develop concrete projects

Future together: 
a day of discovery in the workplace 

2 projects supported

Digital fracture

Refugees@work is an initiative initiated in 2018 by a student collective from 
the University of Geneva as part of the Master's degree of the Geneva-Tsin-
ghua Initiative. This project is supported by Horizon Académique from Uni-
versity of Geneva, the Integration Office of the Canton of Geneva and Alli-
ance4Youth, a group of companies working to improve the employability of 

young people.

Public-private approach 
to face the low employability rate of refugees

Higher educa-
tion and public 

institutions

Companies Refugees

by

by

Next 
Hackathon

23th of May 2019



The I CAN 
MARKETPLACE

Real Solutions. By Children. 

For the  World
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Learn with your hands
You are the scientist

Connect
By Learning about yourself

Discover
By Using real scientific techniques

Enjoy
Science can be fun

Molecular Genetics Workshop
learning by doing





 

Books 
Great food 

Caring nurse 
Quality teaching 

 Treated as individuals 
Decent toilets & sanitation 

Warm, clean & vibrant classrooms 
New technology and access to mobiles 
Better parking and less traffic problems 
Proper access for those with disabilities 
Plastic free and decent vending machine 
Cool summer classrooms, warm in winter 

Enough good water fountains 
Better sports facilities 

Safe & secure site 
Fun together 

 

 

 

 

 

StartUpSomething…thatMatters  

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      INNOVATE 

INCUBATE  



How to be sure that universities are producing 
sustainability literate graduates ?

www.sulitest.org

Allready
taken by 

110,000 
students

A contributor to the 
review of the 2030 

agenda through the 
high level political 

forum  

A tangible
implementation of
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IdeaSquare

• Maker space @CERN
• 5 years
• 130+ innovation 

design projects

Grand Challenge
RCA

COLLIDING DICIPLINES



Making educational tools for SDGs
with digital fabrication 

Using Fablab as an inspired resource for teaching

Foster SDG education and action with
digital fabrication

Objective

Project’s holder
Lydie Boufflers
Email : lydie.boufflers@etu.unige.ch

Teachers are creative…

Share & Collaborate
Available to discuss ideas & find collaborations 
with you !

Why not use teachers’ creativity

?

2-step project

mailto:lydie.boufflers@etu.unige.ch

