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1996-2016: Governance Indicators – original method

• Political indicators
– Featured in African Economic Outlook (AU/UNDP/OECD)
– Manual tallies of events recorded by newspaper articles (protest, violence, hardening, softening)
– Objectivity + authoritative source + transparent methodology
– Motivations

• Why semantic analysis?
– Reduce labour intensivity: reduce cost, or increase coverage – apply to other continents
– Reduce cost of data cleaning, checking, backcasting
– Improve scheduling of resources
– Semantic analysis already used in other OECD projects

• Constraints – data needs to be credible and legitimate for knowledge transfer to occur
– Political legitimacy

• Partner with African institutions for credibility
• Careful interpretation
• Prepare to defend legitimacy of methodology
• Transparency
• Comprehensible methodology

– Statistical validity, consistent time series
• Documentation
• Validation by reputed experts
• Training, and overlapping teams for continuity
• Backcasting, data entry of past years
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Managing Taxonomies and Ontologies
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Indicator 1 – Strike in the Public sector

Governance Indicators
Ontology for Text Analysis

Sector: Public Event: Strike

Must contain

Event: StrikeSector: Public

Indicator 1 – Strike in the Public sector



Rules to increase Precision


